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March 29, 2002 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communicatlons Commission 
445 12" Street, S1W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: IB Docket No. 99-81 (2 Ghz MMS Service Rules) 

Dear Chalrrnan Powell: 

Rural Americans throughout the country, including many Alaskans, are still 
awaiting the introduction of broadband.services. The Commlsklon, recognizlng 
this problem, has allocated spectrum In the 2 GHz band for Moblle Satellite 
Service ('MSS") and Is currently working toward issulng licenses to the first set 
of applicants. The successful operation of MSS systems will bring to unserved 
and underserved areas the same advanced communications dapabilities that 
urban users take for granted. Further, it will enhance the capabllities of publlc 
.safety and military users to respond in the event of natural disasters and other 
crlses. 

It has come to my attention that at least one party has requested !he 
Commlsslon to authorize an ancillary terrestrial use as a complement of the 
MSS service. This proposal would not require allocation of additional spectrum 
or sharlng among different Ilcenses. Rather it would enable ehch 2 GHz MSS 
operator lo make the most efflclent use possible of the valuable spectrum 
resources assigned to It -- a concept the Cornmisston has'endorsed. Further, It 
would enhance fhe ability to Serve customers by irnprovlng the ew0miCS of the 
Sewice. The ProPosal SPeClfieS that terrestrial service would only be allowed 
AFTER c 0 m m l a l  operation of the satelllte service in a manner consistent with 
Prior COmmlSslOn declslons on cornblned use system. This requirement 
assures that this proposal cannot be used lo circumvent the &,cess for 
assigning .teneStrl8l spectrum and wlll not undercut terj-estrlal is'ewlces. 
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Permitting the requested anclllary terrestrial component will enable the 

MSS industry to achleve Its vital misslon of prodding ubiquitous global 
connectivity. MSS systems have the unique abllity to accornpllsh a host of 
public pollcy goals. Millions of Americans who live in rural areas currently have 
no mobile v O k  Or data sef~ice. Millions more have only analog services. The 
development Of advanced wireline infrastructure (such as cable modem and 
DSL equlpment) in rural areas is even more limited Ihan the development of 
digital wireless infrastructure. For many Arnerlcans, an MSS network wlll be 
their best, If not their ONLY, choice for fast digital connections. 

In additlon, military, maritime. recreational, and publlc safety users wlll 
benefits from MSS coverage of rural areas. In the case of a natural disaster or 
other crisis, MSS may provlde the only llnk for military and public safety 
personnel, while recreational users in remote areas can gain an important 
measure of personal security from an MSS system. Imagine a snowmobilers 
who falls through an Icy river belng able to call for help or a Esklrno hunter lost In 
a bliuard being able to call in a search party. But without the abllity to maximize 
their spectrum efflclency through an ancillary terrestrial component, 2 GHz MSS 
operators will not be able to anract the bllllons of dollars in financlal capital 
necessary to build and launch thelr systems. 

Because of the huge Investment involved, further delay may be 
tantamount to denial. The 2 GHz MSS applicants cannot begln to rake the 
enormous capilal requlred lo deslgn. build, and deploy their systems when they 
do not yet have licenses and key aspects of the service rules remain under 
reconslderatlon. If the GHz MSS service is to succeed, the Commlsslon must 
decide the Issue as qulckly as possible. 1 urge you to move as qulckly as 
possible to decide this request for an anclllary component to 2 Ghz MSS 
systems and in licensing such systems. For the first time, state of the art service 
in rural areas would precede the complementary service In uban areas. 
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With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

Chalrman 
Committee on Approprlations 


